
Rest for the Journey 
We are in the full swing of summer and for churches that means empty pews.  

People are out and about on vacations, visiting friends, spending time with 

family, and exploring God’s creation.  It is a time of year where people look to 

take rest from the tasks and sometimes mundane work of their schedule. 

As a church leader I support the rest and adventure that all of you take during 

the summer and take much needed rest myself.  In Exodus we hear of Moses 

getting to that point of fatigue that many of us experience.  He is in discussion 

with God and asking what should happen in the midst of his chaos with the 

Israelites.  He has just freed them from Egypt and they have begun their long 

journey in the wilderness.  The Israelites decided to create the golden calf and 

began questioning who they should 

trust and follow.  Frustrated and worn 

out Moses asks God for some wisdom 

and to know God’s ways.  God does 

not decide to throw more on to Moses, 

but says “My presence will go with you 

and I will give you rest.” (Exodus 

33:14)  God understands that rest is 

what   allows us to do fruitful ministry.  

After Moses rested he got back to his 

faithful work and recreated the Ten                     

Commandments he just smashed   

earlier.  We’ve all been there and so 

we take God’s advice and rest,         

allowing ourselves to feel rejuvenated 

for the continued journey. 

 

So I thought this summer I would    provide you with some ways in which you 

can continue to nurture your faith during this season of rest. 

1. Relationships, relationships,  relationships: 

While you are off seeing the country, or even just sitting on your front porch 

remember to be in relationship. Whether you do so with God or a friend is up to 

you.  God calls us to have companions for our journey and we are better        

disciples if we do.  Spend time in conversation with friends, family, and make 

the most of your fellowship.       
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PASTOR’S LETTER CONTINUED  
2. Experience God’s creation: some of the wonderful ways that we feel connected to God is through   

creation.  We are all connected to the nature around us through the same creator.  Walk some paths, 

float in some water, or go watch some of the little critters in your own backyard.  Take a moment to     

marvel in the wonder of God’s mystery and majesty.  

 

3. Go to worship: in the midst of your time of rest make sure to still incorporate some form of worship.  

We’re still her at Faith on Sundays at 9am.  If you are not around Nescopeck there are several other     

Lutheran congregations spread all around the country that would love to have visitor this summer.  Check 

the elca.org website to search congregations near you.  If none of that is an option, look up an order of 

worship on your phone and gather with some friends to pray and read some scripture.  

 

Whether you are staying home this summer or traveling the country and world make sure to take God 

along with you, or more so see where God is in your midst.  It will make your summer experiences of rest 

and adventure more fulfilling.  I look forward to hearing about your God’s sighting this summer or when 

you return to us this fall.           

    May God bless your travels! Pastor Jessica 

Thanks for supporting and praying for our youth and leaders as they attend the ELCA Youth Gathering in 

Houston, TX.  Those attending: Maiah Farley, Mackenzie Keller, Jacob Seely, Leah Watts, Alexis Hinckley, 

Pastor Jessica.  Mark September 9th in your calendars as the youth will be sharing about their experience 

on Youth Sunday at 10:30am.   

THANKS FOR THE PRAYERS  

PASTOR ON VACATION   

Pastor Jessica will be on vacation from July 12-July 26.  From July 12-18 please contact Pastor Rick    

Dennison from First UCC at (570) 752-6602 for emergencies and from July 19-26 contact Pastor Carolyn 

Hetrick from Christ Lutheran, Conyngham at (570) 751-8055.   Pastor Carl Schweitzer will be leading  

worship on Sundays July 15 & 22.   

YOUTH GATHERING- EMERGENCY COVERAGE 
From June 26th-July 2nd the youth and Pastor Jessica will be away in Houston, TX for the ELCA Youth 

Gathering.  While Pastor Jessica is away Pastor Susan Knorr from Wesley UMC will be available for    

emergencies.  Her number is (570)854-4975.  Pastor Jessica will still be available through text and 

phone for non-emergencies.   Rev. Bob vonFrisch will be supplying on Sunday July 1st.   
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As we look towards the fall we look to the kick off day of church activities.  This year we will be having an 

unforgettable start Sunday Sept. 9th.  Here's what is happening that day: 

9:00am: God’s Work, Our Hands Service Project 

10:30am: Youth Sunday “This Changes Everything” 

 

Last year we had a wonderful time with the children of FUEL teaching Spark Rotation!  Here's your chance 

to join in on the fun.  Teachers only have to teach four Sundays out of the year and will engage them in 

the stories through crafts, cooking, games, and science.  Also, we are looking for teachers to cover Pastor 

Jessica from October- December for adult Sunday school.  Contact Pastor Jessica at 570-759-2469 or 

jmaske.fuel@gmail.com if you're interested  

CHILDREN’S AND ADULT CHRISTIAN  

EDUCATION TEACHERS NEEDED 

SERVICE PROJECT NEEDED FOR  

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS SUNDAY  

 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS SUNDAY   

Do you volunteer at an organization that could use some help?  Do you have an idea of a ministry that we 

can collect or make things for?  Let Pastor Jessica know as we are in need of a project for Sunday        

September 9th either at 9am or in the afternoon.   
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FLOWER DONOR INFORMATION 

ALTAR  GUILD  SCHEDULE  

Contact Debby Nye (752-7414) if you are interested in placing flowers on the altar.   
 

 As of this notice, the price of flowers is $10.00 per vase.  

 The flowers are taxable.  

 The delivery fee is $2.99. 

 

More than one individual can supply flowers for any given date.  If someone is already 

providing flowers for the date you want, you can share the cost of the set of flowers, 

purchase a second set of flowers, purchase a single vase of additional  

flowers, or purchase a basket of flowers. 

 
 

 If you are planning to share the cost of the first set of flowers, the florist will bill 

only one individual.  The individuals sharing the cost must let Debby know who is 

to receive the bill (with billing information), if there will be one or two announce-

ments in the bulletin, and what the announcement(s) will read.  The individuals 

must take care of the payment between themselves. 

 

 If you would like to purchase a second set of flowers , an additional vase, or a bas-

ket of flowers, let Debby know what date you are providing the flowers for (with 

billing information) and what the bulletin announcement should read. 

 

 If more than one individual is being billed for flowers for the same date, the 

delivery fee will be split between the donors. 

 

July 

Carla Hartz 

Rose Hanley 

 

August 

Nan Quintrell 

Karen Ferry 


