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The Nativity of Our Lord -  December 24, 2017 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

P = Presiding Minister 
A = Assisting Minister  
C = Congregation 

 
Special Music  

beginning at 7pm - please hold applause until end of performances. 
 

Welcome 
 

Please stand 

Gathering Hymn # 283  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 

Greeting  
P: Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of great 

joy for all people: 

C: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord.   

P: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God.   

C: And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory.   

P: The grace of God has appeared bringing salvation to all!   
 

Hymn of  Praise # 270  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 

Prayer of  the Day  
P: The Lord be with you.   

C: And also with you. 

P:  Let us pray…Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with 

the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may 

walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 

brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and   

forever. C:  Amen 

15 

 

 

“ 

 

 

Have You Heard” 

Faith United Choir 

 

“What Child is This” 

Piano and Organ 

 

“White Christmas” 

Maiah Farley 

 

“Listen To The Silence of the Night” 

Lena Weyhenmeyer 

&  

Mary Ann Naugle  
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Christmas Eve Special Music 

 
 

Beginning at 7 o’clock  
 

 

“The First NOEL”  

Bob Lombard 

 

“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” 

Doug Farley, Maiah Farley, Bob Lombard 

 

“The Little Cradle Rocks Tonight in Glory” 

Lena Weyhenmeyer 

 

“Breath of Heaven” 

Pastor Jessica Kingsborough 
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Christmas Response 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve - Hope For All 
P: Our Savior’s birth is celebrated with bold faith.   

C: May our hearts be ready.   

P: Like Mary, who showed humble surrender: 

C: May our hearts be ready.   

P: Like Joseph, who exhibited unconditional trust: 

C: May our hearts be ready.  

P: Like the shepherds, who displayed awestruck wonder: 

C: May our hearts be ready.  

P: Like the angels, who sang glorious praise: 

C: May our hearts be ready.    

P: For all of us who receive the gift of the Savior born in Bethlehem: 

C: Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love 

of Christ as we act, and the grace of Christ as we speak.  
 

P: Tonight we light all the candles.  The first candle is the hope  

shining for those worn thin by times of waiting.  The second candle is 

the hope shining for those worn down with wearied souls.  The third 

candle captures the hopeful expectation of those eagerly watching for 

God’s glory in our day.  The fourth candle is the hope of a new  

tomorrow shining for those seeking freedom from the wounds of this 

world.  Tonight, we light the Christ candle.  This candle radiates the 
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hope of Jesus Christ who shines light in all our weary and worn souls, 

giving us peace.   
 

Please Repeat Christmas Response  
 

Please be seated. 

First Reading: Isaiah 9: 2-7 

L: A reading from Isaiah. 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived 

in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied 

the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at 

the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their 

burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you 

have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping    

warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the 

fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon 

his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,            

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, 

and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 

time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

L: The Word of the Lord.    

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Choir Anthem:  “How Quietly”  Raney 

 

Second Reading:  Titus 2: 11-14 

L: A reading from Titus. 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives 

that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed 

hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 

iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good 

deeds. 

L: The Word of the Lord.    

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Helping with Worship 
Greeters: Lori Bankes 

 

Lector:  Cindy Lombard  

 

Ushers:  Doug and Carla Farley  

Willie Turnack, Carla Whitmire 

Acolyte: Maiah Farley 

 

Communion Helper: Cade Ferry 

 

Communion Assistant: Tina Baucher 

 

Assisting Minister: Aileen Waltman 
 

Counters: John Durkin, Cindy Lombard  
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The holly on the altar are presented to the Glory of God 

in loving memory of Richard Bath, Mr. & Mrs. Hurley  

Michael, and Mr. & Mrs. Walter Michael by Ruth Bath and 

Family. 

 

This month’s Eternal Light has been sponsored by    

Richard & Karin Michael in Memory of Loved ones. 

This Week’s Bulletin has been sponsored by Bob and Pat 

Smith in honor of their children and grand children. 
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Please Stand 

Gospel Acclamation  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.    

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading:  Luke 2: 1--20 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.   

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please Repeat Gloria 
 

Please be Seated 

Story Time 
 

Sermon 
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Please Stand 

Hymn of  the Eve:  # 279 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  

 

Nicene Creed 
A:  Celebrating the coming of our Savior, let us confess the faith we 

share in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

C:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our  

salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who        

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the  

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 

the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 
Prayers of  the Church 
A: This night the eternal Word of God is born in us. We pray for 

Christ's light of life to take flesh in the church, the creation, and 

all people of God.   

(A brief silence) 

We bring to the manger our longing for the visible unity of the 

church of Jesus Christ, that undivided it proclaim the one whose 

birth brings good news of glad tidings to all people.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  Hear our prayer. 
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Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake, at the sight; 

glories stream from heaven afar,  

heavenly hosts….sing, alleluia!  

Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

radiant beams from your holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace,  

Jesus, Lord, at your birth,  Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 

As the processional cross passes you, please turn again and continue to face it 

until the end of the dismissal. 
 

Blessing 
P: May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and 

truth, give you peace this Christmas and always.  

Almighty God, Father,+ Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and  

forever.    

C:  Amen. 
 

Dismissal 

A: Glory to God in the highest! 

C: Peace to God’s people on earth! 

A:  Go in peace.  Share the gift of Jesus! 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Please extinguish your candles. 
 

 

Reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship , copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14513-LIT 
 

WELCOME VISITORS!  

We are glad to have you with us on this very special eve!  

If you do not have a church home, we invite you to join 

our fellowship.  

 

Join us for worship each Sunday at 10: 30am! 
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Holy Communion 
As a member of the ELCA, Faith United celebrates open communion. All 

those who wish to receive the grace found in Christ are welcome to come    

forward to the table to share in communion.  Following the usher’s guidance, 

please come forward down the center aisle, and receive an individual cup. 

There are two chalices (pouring cups); the first contains wine and the second 

grape juice. When you have received the bread and wine (or juice), return to 

your pew via  the side aisle. Children and others who do not wish to receive 

communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.  If you have not yet 

filled out a communion card this year please take the time to do that today. 
 

Music During Distribution:   

277, 289, 271, 290 (as time allows). 
 

Please Stand 

Post-Communion Blessing and Prayer 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace.  C:  Amen. 

A: Let us pray...On this day, O God, you gave us Christ the Son to save 

us. As you send the one foretold send us now with good news for all 

people. Let the gladness of this feast have no end  as we share with 

others the joy that fills us; though Jesus Christ, our savior and Lord.  

C: Amen 
 

(Ushers come forward to receive light, ushers take light to congregation) 
 

Choir Anthem: “God So Loved this Silent Night” arr. Choplin 

 

 

 

Once all candles are lit, please join in: 

Hymn:  #281  “Silent Night, Holy Night!”  
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

 Holy Infant, so tender and mild. 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
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A:  We bring to the manger hope for the well-being of creation, that 

every valley be exalted and every rough place be made plain so that 

every live thing may flourish. Lord, in your mercy,    

C:  Hear our prayer. 

A:  We bring to the manger a vision of the reign of the Prince of Peace, 

that the nations, tribes, and peoples of this world will see and cherish in 

each other the very image of Christ, who scepter is mercy and whose 

judgment is love. Lord, in your mercy,   

C:  Hear our prayer. 

A:  We bring to the manger concern for those who have no place to lay 

their heads this night and for those who dwell in the shadow of loneli-

ness, despair, illness, or death (especially).  We come begging that the 

child for whom there was no room will open the doors of our hearts to 

the needs of our neighbors and ourselves. Lord, in your mercy,   

C:  Hear our prayer. 

A: We bring to the manger all people who, like the holy family, gather 

with children in the splendor of this most holy night, that the gift of 

faith be lavished on another generation. Lord, in your mercy,   

C:  Hear our prayer. 

A: We bring to the manger the hopes and dreams of all the years, that 

with Mary and Joseph, angels and archangels, saints and martyrs, 

loved ones of every time and place, our prayers and praises join in   

common song uniting heaven and earth in single peace.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  Hear our prayer. 

P:  Into your outstretched arms, O God, we commend ourselves and all 

for whom we pray, trusting in Jesus Christ, the light and life of the 

world.   

C:  Amen.    
 

Peace        P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  

   C: And also with you. 
(The congregation shares a sign of peace, embracing, shaking hands, or simply saying 

“Peace be with you”.) 
Please be Seated 

Offering  “All Through The Night” Leana Weyhenmeyer 
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Please Stand 

Offertory Response #296 vs. 3  “What Child Is This” 
 

Offertory Prayer 
A: God with us: you came as  a baby in a manger. You slept on straw 

and greeted shepherds. You come again in bread and wine. Remind 

us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. And then, through 

these gifts, help us to bless the lives of others in the strength of your 

holy name.   

C: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving  

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their       

unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
P:  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

P:  With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among 

us, full of grace and truth.  We remember our new birth in his death 

and resurrection.  We look with hope for his coming.  

C:  Come, Lord Jesus. 

P:  Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this 

meal.  May your Word take flesh in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us 

with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C:  Come, Holy Spirit. 

P:  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 

incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy   

kingdom come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we    

forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into       

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

P:  Joy to the world! The Lord is come.  Let every heart receive your 

Savior.   
 

Please be Seated 
 


